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Geum “Totally Tangerine’

PEREMHNIAL SOLUTIONS

By Paul Pilon

This vivid geum is a late bloomer that continues
to show color through the heat of the summer

hose wha  like

the bright,

cheerful  dis-

plays of color
thar many geum cultivars
deliver in the early spring,
but wish these plants
wotlld bloom into  che
summer months, I'd like
0 introduce you 1o (resm
x hybrid “Towlly Tan-
gering’ {aka "Tim'’s Tan-
gering” PPAF).  Thanks
1o the breeding efforts of
Tim Crowther from the
United Kingdom, there is
now an impressive, long
blooming geum cultivar
on the marker.

‘Totally  Tangerine'
develops arcractive
mounds of deep-green, fuzzy pin-
nately lobed leaves. In the land-
scape, an individual plant will grow
o 18 inches across and reach 24-30
inches when in flower. It blooms
slightly later than many of the geum

cultivars on the marker; blooming
begins in the late spring, bur unlike
most culrivars, fowering continues
through the heat of summes, With
the Aowers being sterile, it continues
to bloom and bloom, producing
hundreds of warm, bright-apricot to
tangerine-orange single flowers over
the course of the growing season.

Geum performs well across much
of USDA Hardiness Zones 4 w 9
and AHS Hear Zones 9 1o 3 where
they prefer o be grown under partial
shade; however they can tolerare sev-
eral hours of direct sunlight cach day.
Once established in the landscape,
geumn has shown good twlerance w
drought. “Torally Tangerine’ makes a
great addition to herbaceous perennial
borders, are well suited for commer-
cial landscape plantings, and makes a
grear cut Aower, Avens artract burrer-
Hlies into the gardens and are resistant
1o deer and rabbir feeding.

Propagation
Geum “Totally Tangerine' is veg-
etatively propagared from sofrwood
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or root cuttings, A U.S, Plant Patent
has been applied for (PPAF); propa-
gation without permission of the
applicant is illegal ar chis time.

Production

Growers commonly  transplant
one rooted liner inte 1-gallon or
larger sized containers. “Totally

the fall prior 1o or in the spring of
the same year they are intended 1o
be sold. When transplanting, the
plugs should be planted so the orig-

inal soil line of the liner is even with

Tangerine’ can be started in cither

Make sure your
plants shape
before they

ship out.

Se——

Today, ornamental buyers expect their plants to arrive in great shape., That's why
more and more top growears are turning to PGRs from Fine Americas. With proven
active ingredients, advanced formutations and uncompromising guality control, Fine
PGRs bring cut the best in your plants, Flus, these cost-effective products are backed
by angaing unvarsity research and tap-nolch technical suppaort. For the distribulos
nearast you, vislt www.fine-americas.com or call (888) 474-3463 toll free.

Always read and Tollow label directions befors use, Ande®, Citadel®, Configure®, Concize®™, Dazide®,

Florgin®, Fresco®™ and Picooke® are regstensd irsdemarks of Fine Agrochamicals, Lid, Dazioe™ i & regatensd
tradermark of Find Hokdings, Lid. Cycocet®, Sumagic®, B-MNing®, ProDiolr®, Fascinalion® and Bore™ are registensd
Iraciemats of thesr reapecthe manutaciures. © 2010 Fine Amecicas, Inc

the surface of the growing medium
af the new container. Geum per-
forms best when they are grown in
a moist, well-drained medium with
a slightly acidic pH: 5.8-6.4, They
require an average amount of irri-
gation and do not wlerate extended
perinds of saturated or overly dry
growing conditions. It is best w
keep them uniformly maist, bur not
consistently wet.

Geum can be grown using low
to moderate fertility levels, Growers
using water-soluble ferrilizers eicher
apply 150-200 ppm of nitrogen as
needed or feed with a constant liquid
fertilization program using rates of
75-100 ppm of nitrogen with every
irrigation. Controlled-release feeil-
izers can be applied as a top-dress
onto the media surface using the
medium labeled rate, or incorpe-
rated into the growing mix prior o
planting at a rate equivalent to 0.9 o
1.1 pounds of elemental nirrogen per
yard of growing medium.

It is nor usually necessary o con-
trol plant height in the early stages of
production. However, as the plants
approach fAowering it is often beneh-
cial to implement some heighr man-
agement strategies 1o reduce plant size,
The first strategies enmail providing
adequate between the plints
:mudq:wmd.mg mﬁw nurrimtpl:lm:if
or moisture levels during production,
If additional height control is needed,
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several commercially available plant
growth regulators effectively conrol
elongation. Applying multiple spray
applications of paclobutrazol (Bonzi,
Paczol or Piccolo) at 30 ppm or uni-
conazole (Concise or Sumagic) at 5
ppm every seven to 10 intervals (two
to three applications) should provide
adequare heighe control,

Insects and Diseases

Okccasionally, aphids, black vine
weevil, leafminers and spider mices
may be observed feeding on geum
causing only a minimal amount of
injury. Of these insect pests, aphids
occur the most frequently. The
primary diseases growers should
warch for are Booryris, downy
mildew, powdery mildew, root rots
and rust diseases. None of these
pests require preventative control
serategies. Growers can decect the
presence of insects and diseases
using routine scouting programs
and determine if and when control
sIraregies are necessary.
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Sometimes, [growers] put a lot of effort into performing an on-site greenhouse

experiment, but the results_. can lack clarity for various reasons.

Forcing

Geum  ‘Totally Tangerine’ is
typically produced for mid-spring
sales. Although Howering does
oceur withour vernalization, it is
cold beneficial and will Aower car-
lier and more profusely following
a cold treatment. Like other geum
cultivars, “Torally Tangerine’ is clas-
sified as a day-neutral plant and will
flower under any photoperiod.

To obtain the earliest bloom time,
it is besr to planc liners into che final
container during the early fall, allow
them o become established and
bulk up slightly, vernalize them,
and then force them to bloom in the
early spring using moderate o low
production temperatures, 60-65* F
Plants that have been vernalized will
flower in six to cight weeks at these
temperatures. To produce blooming
plants for mid season sales, vernal-
ized liners can be transplanted in the
late winter and if late szason sales of
this variety are needed, then unver-
nalized or fresh liners can be used.

When planting in the spring using
unvernalized 72-cell liners, it typi-
cally vakes six o eight weeks o grow
quarts and 10 to 12 weeks to produce
1-gallon sized containers.

Availability

Crewrn x fnybricla “Totally Tangerine’
is brought w the marker by Planc
Haven, Inc. (www.planthaven.com).
Roated liners are available from several
licensed propagators including Gulley
Greenhouse  (www.gulleygrenhouse.
com), James Greenhousss (wwwjames
greenhouses.com), and Walers Gar
dens (wwwowahersgardens.com), [£]

Paul Pilen iz a horticultural
consultant, owner of Perennial
Solutions Consulting (www.
perennial-solutions.com), and
author of Perennial Solutions:
A Grower's Guide to Perennial
Production. He can be reached
by phone at (616)366-8588 or
E-mail at paul@perennial-
solutions.com.
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